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their stomachs, and the shortness of their bowels, and fed, 
for the time they remained in it, exclusively on vegetable sub .. 
stances, which, in ordinary circumstances, their lacteals could 
not have converted into chyle. Certain figurative expres­
sions in Scripture taken literally, which refer to a class of 
wild animals whose real destiny is rather, it would seem, to 
be extirpated than to be changed, coupled with the belief; 
now no longer tenable, that there was a time, ere man had 
sinned, wben there was no deat\ among the inferior crea­
tures, and of course no eaters of flesh, rendered the belief 
easy of reception; but it involved a miracle nowhere 1·e. 
corded ; and the burden of the proof that such a miracle 
actually took place in the circumstances lies of necessity on 
the assertot·s of a universal delug~.. Further, of even the 
creatures that live on vegetables, many are restricted in their 
foocl to single plants, which are themselves restricted to li­
nlitecllocalities and remote regioi1s of the globe. Dr Hamil­
ton has not referred, in his list of animals, to the insects,­
a class which, though tl1ey were estimated in 1842 to con .. 
sist of no fewer tl1an five hundred and fifty thousand species, 
migl1t yet be accommodated in a comparatively limited space. 
But how extraordinary an amount of miracle would it not 
require to bring the1u all together into any one centre, or to 
preserve them there ! Many of them, like the myriapocla 
and the thysanura, have no wings, and but feeble locomotive 
powers; many of them, such as the ephemera and the male 
ants, live after they have got their wings only a few hours, 
or at most a few days ; and there are my1:iacls of them that 
can live upon but single plants that grow in very limited bo­
tanic centre.C3. Even supposing them all brought into the 
ark by miracle as eggs, 'vhat multitudes of them would not, 
without the exertion of further miracle, require to be sent 
back to their proper l1abitats as wingless grubs, or as insects 
restricted by nature to a fe,v days of life ! Or, SU}lposing 
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