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Buddh, did not these contrive to get over the difficulty by 
observing, "that certain things, as stated in the Sastras, must 
have been so formerly; but great changes have taken place 
in these in latter times ; and for astronomical purposes astro
nomical rules must be followed." 

Believers in Buddhism may be still found by tens of mil
lions on the shores of the Yell ow Sea. Let me select my 
third specimen of a universe-fashioning mythology from a 
faith, long since extinct, that had its seat on the opposite 
side of the Old World, along the coasts of the Northern At
lantic. The old Teutonic religion professed to reveal, like 
that of Buddh and of Brahma, lto~o the heavens and earth 
were formed, and of wlw,t. Y mir, the great frost-giant, a 
being mysteriously engendered out of frozen vapour, was 
slain by the god Odin and his brothers ; and, dragging his 
body into the middle of the universe, they employed the mate
rials of which it was composed in forming the earth. Of his 
blood they made the vast ocean, and all the lakes and rivers; 
of his flesh they constructed the land, placing it in the midst 
of the waters ; of his bones they built up the mountains ; 
his teeth and jaws they broke up into the stones and pebbles 
of the earth and shore ; of his great skull they fashioned the 
vault of the heavens ; and, tossing his brains into the air, 
they became the cloltds. Earth, sea, and sky, however, thus 
made, were supported by the great ash-tree Y ggdrasill, which, 
with its roots anchored deep in the primordial abyss, rose up 
through the vast central mountains of the world, and, stretch .. 
ing forth its branches to the farthest heaven, bore the stars 
as its fruit. Encircling tl1e whole earth like a ring, lay the 
huge snake Midgard,-always bidden in the sea, save when 
half drawn forth on one occasion by the god Thor; outside 
the snake a broader ring of ice-mountains swept round both 
land and ocean, and formed the outer frame. of the W'>rld,
for there lay only blank space beyond ; and over all, the sun 
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