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sciences, or that the line so nicely maintained with respect to 
tl~m should have been transgressed with regard to it. In 
short, in ot .. der satisfactorily to answer our query, it seems but 
necessary satisfactorily to answer another, namely, What, in 
this special department, are truth and fact scientifically ascer
tained 1 

There at .. e, ltowever, certain texts that appear to have a 
more direct beating on the successive periods of the geologist 
than any of those that were once held to refer to the form 
of the earth, or to the nature of the heavenly bodies, a.re now 
believed to have on geography or astronomy. No one now 
holds that there is a geography l~evealed in Scripture, or re· 
ga1·ds the ec.~vils of the Salantanca doctors as other than mere 
abelTations of the human mind. Nor, save mayhap in the 
darker corners of the Greek and Romish Churches, are there 
men in the present day 'vho hold that there is a revealed 
ast1·onomy. The texts so confidently quoted by Turretine, 
such as "The sun also ariseth and the sun goeth down," are 
regarded in every Protestant Church as simply tantamount, 
in their bearing on the question at issue, to the " Sun rises'' 
and "Sun sets'' of tl1e almanac. But while the Scriptures 
do not reveal the form of the earth or the motions of the 
planefis, they do reveal the fact that the miracle of creation 
was effected, not by a single act, but in several successive 
acts. And it is with the organisms produced by successive 
acts of creation, and the formations deposited during the pe
tiods in which these acts took place, that the geologist is 
called on by his science to deal. And hence, while there are 
now no attempts made to reconcile geographic or astronomic 
fact with the Scripture passages which refer, in the language 
of the time, to the glory of the heavens or the Rtability of 
the earth, just because it is held that there is really nothing 
geographic or astronomic in the passage.s to conflict with the 
geographic or astronomic facts, we still seek to reconcile the 
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