
3 4:4 THE DISCOVERABLE AND THE REVEALED. 

than of congratulation. And though, of course, men should 
pursue the truth simply for its own sake, and independently 
either of the conseqttences which it may be found to involve, 
or of the company with which it may bring them acql\ainted, 
the anti-geologists might be worse employed than in scanning 
tl1e character and aims of the associates with whom they 
virtually league themselves when they declare war against 
the Christian geologist. 

There are three different parties in the field, either direct
ly opposed, or at least little friendly, to the men who honestly 
attempt reconciling the Mosaic witl1 the geologic record. 
First, there are the anti-geologists,-men who hold that geo
logical questions are to be settled now as the Franciscans 
contemporary with Galileo held that astronomical questions 
were to be settled in the seventeenth century, or as the doc
tors of Salamanca contemporary with Columbus held that 
geograpl1ic questions were to be settled in the fifteenth. And 
they believe that geology, as interpreted by the geologists, is 
entirely false, because, as they think, irreconcileable with 
Scripture ; further, that our planet had no existence some 
seven or eight thousand years ago,-that the apparent anti
quity of the various sedimentary systems and organic groupes 
of the earth's crust is wholly illttsive,-and that the very 
oldest of them cannot be more tha11 a few days older than 
the human period. In fine, just as it was held two centu
lies ago by Turretine and the Franciscans, that the Bible 
as interpreted by tl~em 'vas the only legitimate authority in 
astronomic questions, so this class now ltold that tl1e Bible 
as interpreted by tltem is the only legitimate authority in 
geologic questions ; and fttrther, that t1te BilJle being, as they 
contend, wholly opposed to the deductions of tl1e geologist, 
these deductions must of necessity be erroneous. Next, there 
is a class, more largely represented in society than in litera .. 
ture, who, looking at the general bearings of the question, 
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