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not have been more than seventy-five days at work. I mar
vel exceedingly at the absurdity of geological reasoners : palp
ably tlte bwrying ground of th~ Calton is only seventy:five days 
old." Now, such, in no exaggerated, but, on the contrary, greatly 
modified form, is the argument that would limit the age of the 
ea.rth to the period during which the StLawrence has been 
scooping out a channel for itself, from Queenston to Niagara, 
tl1rough an ancient Silurian burying-ground. Both arguments 
alike confound the age of the ancient burying-grounds with 
the date of the modern excavations opened up through them; 
but in order to render the argument of my illustration equally 
absurd with the other, it would be not only necessary to infer 
that the Calton cemetery was only seventy-five days old, but 
also that the rock on which it rested was no older. 
·· But enough of follies such as these ! I had marked a good 

many other passages of similar character in the writings of 
the recent anti-geologists, and would have little difficulty in 
filling a volume with such; but it would be a useless, though 
mayhap curious work, and is much better exhibited by speci
men than as a whole. A little folly is amusing, but much 
of it fatigues. There is a time coming, and now not very dis
tant, when the vagaries of the anti-geologists will be as obso
lete as those of the geograpl1ers of Salamanca, or as those of the 
astronomers who upheld the orthodoxy of Ptolemy against 
Galileo and Newton; ancl when they will be regarded as a 
sort of curious fossils, very monstrous and bizan·e, and alto
gether of an extinct type, but which had once not only life, 
but were formidable. It will then be seen by all what a noble 
vestibule the old geologic ages form to that human period 
in which moral responsibility first began upon earth, and a 
creature destined to immortality anticipated an eternal here
after. There is always much of the mea.n and the little in 
the worlds which man creates for himself, and in the history 
which he gives them. Of all the abortions of' the middle ages 
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