
420 ON THE LESS KNOWN FOSSIL FLORAS 

inches in length by about three ir1ches in breadth, it exhi­
bits 110 fe,ver tl1an seven of those round, beautifully sculp­
tured scars1 ranged rectilinearly along the trunk, by which 
this 1,ncient genus is so remarkably characterized. It is 
covered with sn1all, sharply relieved, obovate scales, most of 
them furnishecl with an apparent midrib, ancl with their 
edges slightly turned up ; from whicl1 peculiatities, and their 
great beauty, they seem suited to t"emind the architect of 
that style of sculpture adopted by Pa1ladio from his 1naster 
Vitruvius, when, in ornamenting the Corintl1in,n ancl com­
posite torus, he fretted it into closely imbricn,ted obovate 
leaves. These scales are t"anged in elegant curves, not un­
like those ornamental curves,-a feat of the turnmg-latl1e, 
-which one sees roughening the backs of ladies' watches of 
French manufacture. My fossil exhibited, as it lay in the 
rock, what I never saw in any other specimen,-a true 
branch sticking out at an acute angle from the stem, and 
fretted with scales of a peculiar form, which in one little 
corner appear also on the main stem, but which differ so 
considerably from those of the obovate, apparently inlbricat­
ed type, that, if found on a separate specimen, they might 
be held to indicate diffet"ence of species. It has been shown 
by Messrs Lindley and Hutton, on the evidence of one of 
the specimens figured in the "Fossil Flora," tl1at the line of 
circular scars so remarkable in this genus, and 'vhich is held 
to be the impressions made by a rectilinear range of almost 
sessile cones, existed in duplicate on each stent,-a row 
occurring on two of the sides of the plant directly opposite 
each other. The branch in my ~pecimen struck otr from 
one of the intermediate sides at right angles with the cones. 
We already know tl1at these were ranged in one plane ; nor, 
if the branches were ranged in one plane also,-certainly 
the disposition of branch which w~uld consort best with such 
a disposition of cone,-would the arrangement be without 
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