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large tree, from fifty to a hundred feet high, may l~esemble 
some of the "fossils referrible to Lycopodiacere." More than 
one of the Oolitic twigs in my collection are of a resembling 
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CONIFER TWIGS. 

character, and may lh'tve belonged either to cone-bearing trees 
or to clttb-mosses. Respecting, however, the real character 
of at least one of the specimeus,-a minute branch from the 
Lias of Eatl1ie, 'vitl1 the leaflets attached,-there can be no 
mistake. The thiclrer 1)art of the stem is in such a state of 
keeping, that it presents to the microscope, in a sliced pre
paration, the internal structure, and exhibits, as in recent 
coniferous twigs of a year's growth, a central pith, 8, single 
ring of l~eticu.Iated tissue arranged in lines that radiate out
wards, and a thin layer of enveloping bark. Nothing, then, 
can be more ce1tain than that this ancient twig, which must 
be accepted as representative of the foliage of whole forests 
of the Secondary ages in Scotland, formed part of a conifer 
of the Lias ; and the foliage of several of the other twigs, its 
contemporaries, though I have failed to demonstrate their 
true character in the same way, bear a scarce less coniferous 
aspect. The cones of the period, from tl1e circumstance that 
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