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much to admire and much to regret; and, impressed by a
serious and long-cherished belief in the restorative efficacy
of religion, her pity for him was not unmixed with hope.
She had treated him on every occasion with the kindness
of a mother; and now, with the affection and freedom
proper to the character, she pressed on his consideration
the important truths which she knew concerned him most
deeply. He listened with a submissive and respectful at-
tention, —the effect, doubtless, of those feelings with which
he must have regarded one so disinterestedly his friend ;
for the subject could not have been introduced to his notice
under circumstances more favorable. The sense of obliga-
tion had softened his heart; the respectful deference which
he naturally paid to the sex and character of his friend
prepared him rather to receive than to challenge the truths
which she urged on his acceptance ; the conviction that a
heartfelt interest in his welfare furnished her only motive,
checked that noiseless though fatal under-current of objec-
tion which can defeat in so many cases an end incontrovert-
ibly good, by fixing on it the-imputation of sinister design ;
and, above all, there was a plain earnestness in her manner,
the result of a deep-seated Dbelief, which, disdaining the
niceties of metaphysical speculation, spoke more powerfully
to his conscience than it could have done had it armed
itself with half the arguments of the schools. Rarely does
mere argument bring conviction to an ingenious mind, fer-
tile in doubts and objections. Conscience sleeps when the
rationative faculty contends for victory,—a thing it is
seldom indifferent to ; and a few perhaps ingenious sophisms
prove the only fruits of the contest.

The little vessel lay in , as I have said, for about two
months, when she received orders to sail for the south of
England. A storm arose, and she was forced by stress of
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