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syth built for himself a neat and very commodious house,

which, at the time of its erection, was beyond comparison

the best in the place, and planted a large and very fine

garden. Both serve to show 110W completely this mer

chant of the eighteenth century had anticipated the im

provements of the nineteenth. There are not loftier nor

better-proportioned rooms in the place, larger windows, nor

easier stairs; and his garden is such a one as would satisfy

an Englishman of the present day. These are perhaps but

little matters. They serve, however, to show the taste and

judgment of the man.

CHAPTER IX.

'Tis not that rural sports alone invite.
But all the grateful country breathes delight;
Here blooming Health exerts her gentle reign,
And strings the sinews of the industrious swains

GAY.

I &M not of opinion that the people of the north of Scot

land are less happy in the present age than in the age or

two winch immediately preceded it; but I am certain they

are not half so merry. We may not have less to amuse us

than our fathers had; but our amusements somehow seem

less hearty, and are a great deal less noisy, and, instead of

interesting the entire community, are confined to insulated

parties and single individuals. A whole hecatcomb of wild

games have been sacrificed to the genius of trade and the

wars of the renc1i Revolution. The age of holidays is
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