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Secondary rocks. Several small teeth belonging to the genus Micro-
lestes have also been discovered by Mr. Charles Moore in a breccia
of Rheetic age, filling a fissure traversing Carboniferous Limestone
near Frome; and in addition to the discovery of the remains of
Microlestes, those of a mammal more closely allied to the Marsupials
than any other order, have been met with at Diegerloch, south-east of
Stuttgart, in a remarkable bone-breccia, which also yielded coprolites
and numerous traces of fishes and reptiles. | -
The uppermost sub-division includes certain beds of white and
cream - coloured limestone, resembling in appearance the smooth
fracture and closeness of texture of the lithographic limestone of
Solenhofen, and which, known to geologists and quarrymen under the
name “ white lias,” given to it by Dr. William Smith, was formerly
always considered to belong to, and was included in, the Lias proper.
The most remarkable bed in this zone is one of only a few inches
in thickness, but it has long been known to collectors, and sought
after under the name of Cotham Marble or Landscape Stone, the latter
name having reference to the curious dendritic markings which make
their appearance on breaking the stone at right angles to its bedding,
bearing a singular resemblance to a landscape with trees, water, &c. ;
while the first name is that derived from its occurrence abundantly
‘at Cotham, in the suburbs of Bristol, where the stone was originally
found and noticed. - : |
This band of stone is interesting in another respect, because it
sometimes shows by its uneven, eroded, and water-worn upper surface,
that an interval took place soon after it had been deposited, when
the newly-formed stone became partially dissolved, eroded, or worn
away by water, before the stratum next in succession wds deposited
upon it. The same phenomenon is displayed, in a more marked
degree, in the uppermost limestone or * white lias” bed of the series,
which not only shows an eroded surface, but the holes made by
boring Molluscs, exactly as is produced at the present day by the
same class of animals, which excavate holes in the rocks between
high and low-water marks, to serve for their dwelling-places, and as
a protection from the waves to their somewhat delicate shells. |
The “White Lias” of Smith is the equivalent of the Koesse
beds which immediately underlie the Lower Lias >f the Swabian
Jura, and have been traced for a hundred miles, fron. Geneva to the
environs of Vienna ; and, also, of the Upper St. Cassian beds, which
ax’le so called from their occurrence at St. Cassian in the Austrian
| ps. | ; R £
The general character of the series of strata just described, is that
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