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the appearance and the multiplication of innumerable species of
animals, whose singular forms then showed themselves on the earth.
We can scarcely imagine the prodigious quantity of Molluscs and

Fig. 107,-Draco volans.

Zoophytes whose remains lie buried in the Jurassic rocks, forming
entire strata of immense thickness and extent.

The same circumstances concurred to favour the production of

plants. If the shores and seas of the period received such a terrible
aspect from the formidable animals we have described, the vege
tation which covered the land had also its peculiar character and
appearance. Nothing that we know of in the existing scenery of the
globe surpasses the rich vegetation which decorated the continents
of the Jurassic period. A temperature still of great elevation, a
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