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Anoplotherium, and which has received in our days the name of
Xiphodon gracile. :

The gypsum-quarries of the environs of Paris include, moreover,
the remains of other Pachyderms: the Cheropotamus, or River-hog
(from xotpos mérapos), which has some analogy with the living Pecan,
though much larger ; the Adapis, which reminds us, in its form, of the
Hedgehog, of which, however, it was three times the size. It seems
to have been a link between the Pachyderms and the Insectivorous
Carnivora. The Lophiodon, the size of which varied with the species,
from that of the Rabbit to that of the Rhinoceros, was still more
closely allied to the Tapir than to the Anoplotherium ; it is found in
the lower beds of the gypseous formation, that is to say in the
“Calcaire Grossier.” :

A Parisian geologist, M. Desnoyers, librarian of the Museum of
Natural History there, has discovered in the gypseous beds of the valley
of Montmorency, and elsewhere in the neighbourhood of Paris, as at
Pantin, Clichy, and Dammartin, the imprints of the footsteps of some
Mammals, of which there seems to be some question, especially with
regard to the Anoplotherium and Paleotherium. Footprints of
Turtles, Birds, and even of Carnivora, sometimes accompany these
curious traces, which have a sort of almond-shape more or less lobed,
according to the divisions of the hoof of the animal, and which recall
to mind completely, in their mode of production and preservation,
those imprints of the steps of the Labyrinthodon which have been
mentioned as occurring in rocks of the Triassic period. This dis-
covery is interesting, as it furnishes a means of comparison between
the imprints and the animals which have produced them. It brings
into view, as it were, the material traces left in their walks upon the
soil by animals now annihilated, but who once occupied the
mysterious sites of an earlier world. (See Fig. 1, p. 12.)

It is interesting to picture in imagination the vast pasturages of the
Tertiary period swarming with Herbivora of all sizes. The country
now surrounding the city of Paris belongs to the period in question,
and not far from its gates, the woods and plains were crowded with
“game” of which the Parisian sportsman little dreams, but which
would nevertheless singularly animate the earth at this distant epoch.
The absence of great Carnivora explains the rapid increase of the
agile and graceful denizens of the wood, whose race seems to have
been so multiplied then, but which was ultimately annihilated by the
ferocious beasts of prey which afterwards made their appearance. -

The same novelty, riches, and variety which distinguished the
Mammals of the Tertiary period extended to other classes of animals
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