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370 THE WORLD BEFORE THE DELUGE.

long tusk, or tooth, in the form of a horn, has at all times been an
object of curiosity. - -

The Whales, whose remains are found in the Pliocene rocks,
differ little from those now living. But the observations geologists
have been able to make upon these gigantic remains of the ancient
world are too few to allow of any very precise conclusion. It is
certain, however, that the fossil differs from the existing Whale in
certain characters drawn from the bones of the cranium. The
discovery of an enormous fragment of a fossil Whale, made at Paris
in 1779, in the cellar of a wine-merchant in the Rue Dauphine, created
a great sensation. Science pronounced, without much hesitation,
on the true origin of these remains; but the public had some difficulty
in comprehending the existence of a whale in the Rue Dauphine. It
was in digging some holes in his cellars that the wine-merchant made
this interesting discovery. His workmen found, under the pick, an
enormous piece of bone buried in a yellow clay. Its complete
extraction caused him a great deal of labour, and presented many
difficulties.  Little interested in making further discoveries, our
wine-merchant contented himself with raising, with the help of a
chisel, a portion of the monstrous bone. The piece thus detached
weighed 227 pounds. It was exhibited in the wine-shop, where
large numbers of the curious went to see it. Lamanon, a naturalist
of that day, who examined it, conjectured that the bone belonged to
the head of a whale. As to the bone itself, it was purchased for the
Teyler Museum, at Haarlem, where it still remains. '

There exists in the Museum of Natural History in Paris only a
copy of the bone of the whale of the Rue Dauphine, which received
the name of Balenodon Lamanoni. The examination of this figure
by Cuvier led him to recognise it as a bone belonging to one of the
antediluvian Balaene, which differed not only from the living species,
but from all others known up to this time.

Since the days of Lamanon, other bones of Balena have been
discovered in the soil in different countries, but the study of these
fossils has always left something to be desired. In 1806 a tossil
Balena was disinterred at Monte-Pulgnasco by M. Cortesi. Another
skeleton, seventy-two feet long, was found on the banks of the river
‘Forth, near Alloa, in Scotland. In 1816 many bones of this animal
were discovered in a little valley formed by a brook running into
the Chiavana, one of the affluents of the Po. |

Cuvier has established, among the cetacean fossils, a particular
genus; which he designates under the name of Zipkius. The animals
to which he gave the name, however, are not identical either with
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