
.418 THE WORLD BEFORE THE DELUGE.

inhabitants. In its burning temperature, Pachyderms of monstrous
forms, but of peaceful habits, traversed the tall vegetation, composed
of grasses of all sorts. Deer of gigantic size, their heads ornamented

with enormous horns, escorted the heavy herds of the Mammoth;

while the Horse, small in size and compact of form, galloped and
frisked round these magnificent horizons of verdure which no human

eye had yet contemplated.
Nevertheless, all was not quiet and tranquil in the landscapes of the

ancient world. Voracious and formidable carnivorous animals waged
a bloody war on the inoffensive herds. The Tiger, the Lion, and the
ferocious Hyena; the Bear, and the jackal, there selected their prey.
On the opposite page an endeavour is made to represent the great
animals among the Edentates which inhabited the American plains
during the Quaternary epoch (PLATE XXIX). We observe there
the Glyptodon, the Megatherium, the Mylodon, and, along with them,
the Mastodon. A small Ape (the Orthopithecus), which first appeared
n the Miocene period, occupies the branch ofa tree in the landscape.
The vegetation is that of tropical America at the present time.

The deposits of this age, which are of later date than the. Crag,
and of earlier date than the Boulder Clay, with its fragments of rocks

frequently transported from great distances, are classed under the
term Cc

pre-glacial.
After the deposition of the Forest Bed, which is seen overlying

the Crag for miles between high and low-water mark, on the shore
west of Cromer, in Norfolk, there. was a general reduction of tem

perature, and a period of intense cold, known as the "glacial period,"
seems to have set in, during which a great part of what is now the
British Islands was covered with a thick coating of ice, and probably
united with the Continent.

At this time England south of the Bristol Channel (the estuary of
the Severn), and the Thames, appears to have been above water.
The northern part of the country, and the high-ground generally of

Britain and Ireland were covered with gliding glaciers, by whose

grinding action the whole surface became moulded and worn into its

present shape,. while the floating icebergs which broke off at the sea

side from these glaciers, conveyed away and dropped on the bed of

the sea those fragments of rocks and the gravel and other earthy
naterials which are now generally recognised as glacial accumulations.

In all directions, however, proofs are being gradually obtained
that, about this period, movements of submersion under the sea were

in progress, all north of the Thames.
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