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GLACIAL PERIOD. 455

At Brackletter, on the south side of Glen Spean, near its junction
with Glen Lochy, glacial scores pointing more nearly due west, but
slightly inclining to the north, were observed, as if caused by the
pressure of ice from Glen Lui.  The south side of Glen Spean, from
its mouth to Loch Treig, is bounded by lofty hills—an extension of
Ben Nevis, the highest of these peaks exceeding 3,000 feet. Numerous
gullies intersect their flanks, and the largest of these, Corry N’Eoin,
presents a series of rocky amphitheatres, or rather large caldrons,
whose walls have been ground down by long-continued glacial action:
the quartz-veins are all shorn down to the level of the gneiss, and
streaked with fine scratches, pointing down the hollows and far up the
rocks on either side. During all these operations the great valley
was probably filled up with ice, which would close Glen Gluoy and
Glen Spean, and might also close the lowest of the lines in Glenroy.
But how about the middle and upper lines?

A glacier crossing from Loch Treig, and protruding across Glen
Spean, would cut off Glens Glaibu and Makoul, when the water in

. Glenroy could only escape over the Col into Strathspey, when the
first level would be marked.

Now let the Glen Treig glacier shnnk a little, so_as to let out
water to the level of the second line by the outline at Makoul, and
the theory is complete. When the first and greatest glacier gave way,
Glenroy would be nearly in its present state.

The glacier, on issuing from the gorge at the end of Loch Treig,
would dilate immensely, the right flank spreading over a rough
expanse of syenite, the neighbouring hills being mica-schists, with
veins of porphyry. Now the syenite breaks into large cuboidal blocks
of immense size. ‘These have been swept before the advancing
glacier along with other débris, and deposited in a semicircle of
mounds having a sweep of several miles, forming circular bands which
mark the edges of the glacier as it shrunk from time to time under
the influence of a milder climate. | ’

This moraine, which was all that was wanting to complete the
theory laid down by Agassiz, is found on the pony-road leading from
the mouth of Loch Treig towards Badenoch. A mile or so brings the
traveller to the summit-level of the road, and beyond the hill a low
moor stretches away to the bottom of the plain. Here, slanting
across the slope of the hill towards Loch Treig, two lines of moraine
stretch across the road. At first they consist of mica-schists and bits
of porphyry, but blocks of syenite soon become intermingled. Out-
side these are older hillocks, rising in some places sixty and seventy
feet high, forming narrow steep-sided mounds, with blocks fourteen
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