
478 THE WORLD BEFORE THE DELUGE.

By collecting, arranging, and comparing the flint and stone im-

plements, the Scandinavian naturalists have succeeded in establishing
a chronological succession of periods, which they designate-x. The

Age of Stone; 2. The Age of Bronze; 3. The Age of Iron. The
first, or Stone period, in Denmark, corresponded with the age of the
Scotch fir, and, in part, of the sessile oak. A considerable portion of
the oak period corresponded, however, with the age of bronze, swords
made of that metal having been found in the peat on the same level
with the oak. The iron. age coincides with the beech Analogous
instances, confinnatory of these statements, occur in Yorkshire, and
in the fens of Linco1nhire.

The traces left indicate that the aborigines went to sea in canoes

scooped out of a single tree, bringing back deep-sea fishes. Skulls
obtained from the peat and from tumuli, and believed to be contem

poraneous with the mounds, are small and round, with prominent
supra-orbital ridges, somewhat resembling the skulls of Laplanders.

The third series of facts (Lake-dv"e/lings, or lacusirine habitations)
consisted of the buildings on piles, in lakes,. and once common in
Asia and Europe. They are first mentioned by Herodotus as being
used among the Thracians of Ponia, in the mountain-lake Prasias,
where the natives lived in dwellings built on piles, and connected
with the shore by a narrow causeway, by which means they escaped
the assaults of Xerxes. Buildings of the same description occupied
the Swiss lakes, in the mud of which hundreds of implements, like

those found in Denmark, have been dredged up. In Zurich, Moossee

dorf near Berne, and Lake Constance, axes, celts, pottery, and

canoes made out of single trees, have been found; but of the human

frame scarcely a trace has been discovered. One skull dredged up at

Meilen, in the Lake of Zurich, was intermediate between the Lapp-like
skull of the Danish tumuli and the more recent European type.

The age of the different formations in which these records of the

human race are found will probably ever remain a mystery. The

evidence which would make the implements formed by man contem

poraneous with the Mammoth and other great Mammalia would go a

great way to prove that man was also pre-glacial. Let us see how

that argument stands.

At the period when the upper Norwich Crag was deposited, the

general level of the British Isles is supposed to have been about 6oo

feet above its present level, and so connected with the European
continent as to have received the elements of its fauna and flora from

thence.

By some great change, a period of depression occurred, in which
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