
142 THE HISTORY OF CREATION.

Andreas Wagner does not tell us whether the Tree of

Knowledge in Paradise was a "good" wild species, or, as a

cultivated plant, "no species" at all. As the Tree of Know

ledge was placed by the Creator in the centre of Paradise,

we might be inclined to believe that it was a highly favoured

cultivated plant, and therefore no species at all. But since,

on the other hand, the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge was

forbidden to man, and since many men, as Wagner him

self clearly shows, have never eaten of the fruit, it was

evidently not created for the use of man, and therefore in

all probability was a real species! What a pity Wagner

has not given us any information about this important and

difficult problem I

Now, however ridiculous this view may appear to us, it

is only the logical sequence of a false view (which is widely

spread) of the special nature of cultivated organisms, and

one may occasionally hear similar objections from naturalists

of great reputation. I must most emphatically, and at once,

condemn this utterly false conception. It is the same per

verseness which is committed by physicians who maintain

that diseases are artificial productions, and not natural

phenomena. It has been a work of hard labour to combat

this prejudice, and it is only in recent times that men have

generally adopted the view that diseases are nothing but

natural changes of the organisms, or really natural pheno

mena of life, which are produced by changed and abnormal

conditions of existence. Disease, therefore, is not a life

beyond Nature's realm (vita preter naturam), as the early

physicians used to say, but a natural life under conditions

which produce illness and threaten the body with dangers

Just in the same manner, cultivated organic forms are not
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