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the most interesting is the hare-rabbit (LePU8 .Datrwin'ii&,

the bastard of our indigenous hare and rabbit, many gene

rations of which have been bred in France, since 1850, for

gastronomic purposes. I myself possess such hybrids, the

products of pure in-breeding, that is, both parents of which

are themselves hybrids by a hare-father and a rabbit

mother. I possess them through the kindness of Professor

Conrad, who has repeatedly made these experiments in

breeding on his estate. The half-blood hybrid thus bred,

which I name in honour of Darwin, appears to propagate

itself through many generations by pure in-breeding, just

as well as any genuine species. Although on the whole it

is more like its mother (rabbit), still in the formation of

the ears and of the hind-legs, it possesses distinct qualities

of its father (hare). Its flesh has an excellent taste, rather

resembling that of a hare, though the colour is more like

that of a rabbit. But the hare (LePU8 ti'imic1vs) and the

rabbit (Lepv1s cuwtculus) are two species of the genus Lepus,

so different that no systematic zoologist will recognize them

as varieties of one species. Both species, moreover, live in

such different ways, and in their wild state entertain so

great an aversion towards one another, that they do not

pair so long as they are left free. If, however, the newly

born young ones of both species are brought up together,

this aversion is not developed; they pair with one another

and produce the Lepus Darwinii.

Another remarkable instance of the crossing of different

species (where the two species belong even to different

genera!) is furnished by the fruitful hybrids of sheep and

goats which have for a long time been bred in Chili for in

dustrial purposes. What unessential circumstances in the
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