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THE GARDENER’'S SELECTION. I55

so-called “good genera”—in their natural state. Compare,
for example, the different kinds of apples which the art
of horticulture has derived from one and the same original
apple-form, or compare the different races of horses which
their breeders have derived from one and the same original
form of horse, and it will be easily observed that the
differences of the most different forms are extremely im-
portant, and much more important than the so-called
“gpecific differences,” which are referred to by zoologists
and botanists when comparing wild forms for the purpose
of distinguishing several so-called “ good species.”

Now, by what means does man produce this extraordinary
difference or divergence of several forms which are proved
to be descended from the same primary form ? In order to
answer this question, let us follow a gardener who desires
to produce a new form of plant, which is distinguished by
the beautiful colour of its flowers. He will first of all make
a selection from a great number of plants which are seed-
lings from one and the same parent. He will pick out
those plants which exhibit most distinetly the colour of
flower he desires. The colour of flowers is a very change-
able thing. Plants, for example, which as a rule have a
white flower, frequently show deviations into the blue or
red. Now, supposing the gardener wishes to obtain the
red colour in a plant usually producing white flowers, he
will very carefully, from among the many different indi-
viduals which are the descendants of one and the same
seed-plant, select those which most distinctly show a reddish
tint, and sow them exclusively, in order to produce new
individuals of the same kind. He would cast aside and no
longer cultivate the other seedlings which show a white or
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