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and plants, but especially their young germs, animal eggs

and plant seeds, and carries them far over land and seas.

Where they fall into the water they are seized by currents

or waves and carried to other places. It is well known,

from numerous examples, how far in many cases trunks of

trees, hard-shelled fruits, and other not readily perishable

portions of plants are carried away from their original home

by the course of rivers and by the currents of the sea.

Trunks of palm trees from the West Indies are brought by

the Gulf Stream to the British and Norwegian coasts. All

large rivers bring down driftwood from the mountains, and

frequently Alpine plants are carried from their home at the

source of the river into the plains, and even further, down

to the sea. Frequently numerous creatures live between

the roots of the plants thus carried down, and between the

branches of the trees thus washed away there are various

inhabitants which have to take part in the passive migra

tion. The bark of the tree is covered with mosses, lichens,

and parasitic insects. Other insects, spiders, etc., even

small reptiles and mammals, are hidden within the hollow

trunk or cling to the branches. In the earth adhering to

the fibres of the roots, in the dust lying in the cracks of

the bark, there are innumerable germs of smaller animals

and plants. Now, if the trunk thus washed away lands

safely on a foreign shore or on a distant island, the guests

who had to take part in the involuntary voyage can leave

their boat and settle in the new country. A very remark

able kind of water-transport is formed by the floating ice

bergs which annually become loosened from the eternal ice

of the Polar Sea. Although these cold regions are thinly

peopled, yet many of their inhabitants, who were accidentally
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