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Fish are found in the rivers leading into the lake, but into

the lake itself they never venture. Nor did we see any of the

abundant bird-life that would have been visible on a fresh

water lake of such dimensions. There was a stillness in the

air and on the water befitting the strange desert aspect of

the scenery.

After looking at the water for a while, the next step was

of course to get into it. The Mormons and Gentiles of

Salt Lake City make good use of their lake for bathing

purposes. At convenient points they have thrown out

wooden piers provided with dressing-rooms and hot-water

apparatus. Betaking ourselves to one of these erections,

my companion and I were soon fitted out in bathing

costumes of approved pattern, and descending into the lake

t. once realised the heaviness of the water. In walking,

the leg that is lifted off the bottom seems somehow bent

on rising to the surface, and some exertion is needed to

force it down again to the mud below. One suddenly feels

top-heavy, and seems to need special care not to turn feet

uppermost. The extreme shallowness of the lake is also

soon noticed. We found ourselves at first barely over the

knees; so we proceeded to march into the lake. After a

long journey, so long that it seemed we ought to be almost

out of sight of the shore, we were scarcely up to the waist.

At its deepest part the lake is not more than about fifty feet

in depth. Yet it measures eighty miles in length by about

thirty-two miles in extreme breadth. We made some experi

ments in flotation, but always with the uncomfortable feeling
that our bodies were not properly ballasted for such water,

and that we might roll over or turn round head downmost

at any moment.. It is quite possible to float in a sitting

posture with the hands brought round the knr es. As one

of the risks of these experiments, moreover, the water, would
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