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tenanted by a Celtic race that, keeping to its old Gaelic
tongue and primitive habits, has never built towns, hardly
even villages—a region partly devoted to pasture and still
haunted by the game and wild animals of primeval times,
but with no industrial centres, no manufactures of any
kind, and only a feecble agriculture that struggles for exist-
ence along the bottoms of the valleys. Now, why should
two parts of the same small country differ so widely from
each other? To give a complete answer to the question
would of course involve a detailed examination of the his-
tory of each area. But we should find that fundamentally
the differences have arisen from the originally utterly dis-
tinct geological structure of the two regions. This diversity
of structure initiated the divergences in human characteris-
tics even in far prehistoric times, and it continues, even in
spite of the blending influences of modern civilisation, to
maintain them down to the present day.

Let us first briefly consider what was the probable con-
dition of Britain at the time when the earliest human beings
appeared in the country. At that ancient epoch there can
be no doubt that the British Islands still formed part of
the mainland of Continental Europe. There is reason to
believe that the general level of these islands may have
been then considerably higher than it has been since.
From the shape of the bottom of the Atlantic immediately
to the west of our area, as revealed by the abundant sound-
ings and. dredgings of recent years, it is evident that if the
British Islands were now raised even 1ooo feet or more
above their present level, they would not thereby gain more
than‘a belt of lowland somewhere about 200 miles broad
on their western border. They stand, in fact, nearly upon
the edge of the great European plateau which, about 230
miles to the west of them, plunges rapidly down into the
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