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SILK-MOTHS.
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h until the following spring; and it is in vain, gq )
'lcioa'g;pose them to a temperature gradually raised, in oicll‘gi- I,:i'llbme{»,l
caterpillar may be quickly developed. Yet occasionally Wiﬁ]the
any known cause, batches of eggs are produced, which jmp, ipout
begin to undergo the proper changes, and are hatcheq in ftely
twenty to thirty days. From these and some other analo Giine fro
it may be concluded that the Trevoltini silkworms of Italy, of wl?fts
the caterpillars are hatched in from fifteen to twenty days, q, nc%
necessarily form, as has been maintained, a distinct SDeGiez
Although the breeds which live in temperate countries Produce
eggs which cannot be immediately hatched by artificial heat, yet
when they are removed to and reared in a hot country they
gradually acquire the character of quick development, as ‘in the
Trevoltini races.™ o

Caterpillars.—These vary greatly in size and colour. The skip
is generally white, sometimes mottled with black or grey, ang
occasionally quite black. The colour, however, as M. Robinet
asserts, is not constant, even in perfectly pure breeds; except in
the race tigrée, so called from being marked with transverse black
stripes. As the general colour of the caterpillar is not correlated
with that of the silk,’? this character is disregarded by cultivators,
and has not been fixed by selection. Captain Hutton, in the paper
before referred to, has argued with much force that the dark tiger-
like marks, which so frequently appear during the later moults in
the caterpillars of various breeds, are due to reversion; for the
caterpillars of several allied wild species of Bombyx are marked
and coloured in this manner. He separated some caterpillars with
the tiger-like marks, and in the succeeding spring (pp. 149, 298)
nearly all the caterpillars reared from them were dark-brindled, and
the tints became still darker in the third generation. The moths
reared from these caterpillars 7 also became darker, and resembled
in colouring the wild B. huttoni. On this view of the tiger-like
marks being due to reversion, the persistency with which they areé
transmitted is intelligible. _

_Several years ago Mrs. Whitby took great pains in breeding
silkworms on a large scale, and she informed me that some of her
caterpillars had dark eyebrows. This is probably the first step 18
reversion towards the tiger-like marks, and I was curious to know
whether so trifling a character would be inherited. At my request

71 Robinet, ibid,, pp. 12, 318. I  wo i ired.
. . uld ultimately have heen acquir
may add that the eggs of N. American  See review in ‘Kthenzcum,’ 1844, -
silkworms taken to the Sandwich 329, of J. Jarves’ ¢Scecnes in the
Islands produced moths at very irre-  Sandwich Islands.’
gt.t_la.:c(-i pferl:(rl;ds; and tge hfnot.hs thus "2 ¢The Art of rearing Silk-worms,”
raised ylelded eggs which were even  transl mt D 1825
Eors}c: (;‘n this respect. Some were p- gg-ated Ssomrioni) Heaic ,
atched in ten days, and others not 73 Ty ’ ra
until after the lapse of many months.  pp. 15%“l ?5301;. B B 00 BAL
No doubt a regular early character ’ '
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