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16 INHERITANCE. Cuar. XIII,

: ns. In foals they are sometimes plainly seen, and
E%‘;ﬁqﬂin‘%g_ disappear. The dun-colour and the dst_rlpes are
strongly transmitted when a horse thus chamcterlﬁse is ‘crossed
with any other; but I was not able to prove that striped duns are
generally produced from the crossing of two distinct breeds, neither
of which are duns, though this does sometimes occur. '

The legs of the ass are often Stl‘lped,‘ and thlq may conmdez:eq as

a reversion to the wild parent form, the Zguus taniopus of Abyssinia,®
which is generally thus striped. In the domestic animal the stripes
on the shoulder are occasionally double, or forked at the extremity,
as in certain zebrine species. There 1s reason to believe tha.i; the
foal is more frequently striped on the legs than the adult animal.
As with the horse, I have not acquired any distinct evidence that
the crossing of differently-coloured varieties of the ass brings out
he stripes.
’ But n%w let us turn to the result of crossing the horse and ass.
Although mules are not nearly so numerous i}:t England as asses,
I have seen a much greater number with striped legs, and with
the stripes far more conspicuous than in either parent-form. Such
mules are generally light-coloured, and might be called fallow-
duns. The shoulder-stripe in one instance was deeply forked at the
extremity, and in another instance was double, though united in the
middle. DMyr. Martin gives a figure of a Spanish mule with strong
zebra-like marks on its legs,® and remarks that mules are particu-
larly liable to be thus striped on their legs. In South America,
according to Roulin,’? such stripes are more frequent and con-
spicuous in the mule than in the ass. In the United States, Mr.
Gosse,® speaking of these animals, says, ¢ that in a great number,
“ perhaps in nine*out of every ten, the legs are banded with
“ transverse dark stripes.”

Many years ago I saw in the Zoological Gardens a curious triple
hybrid, from a bay mare, by a hybrid from a male ass and female
zebra. This animal when old had hardly any stripes; but I was
assured by the superintendent, that when young it had shoulder-
stripes, and faint stripes on its flanks and legs. I mention this case
more especially as an instance of the stripes being much plainer
duiin%hyoutll:)l thin in olf%l age.

s the zebra has such a conspicuously striped body a, i
might have been expected that I1;he hybrids If);'aom thi{; alzll?mla?igzs:,’ng
the common ass would have had their legs in some degree striped :
but it appears from the figures given in Dr. Gray’s ‘Knowsley"
Gleanings,” and still more plainly from that given by Geoffroy and
F. Cuvier,* that the legs are much more conspicuously striped than
the rest of the body; and this fact is intelligible only on the belief
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