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Crap, XV1iL DOUBLE FLOWERS, 151
other variety; and conversely I several times fertilised
gf&?g;fyf %%wers with peloric pollen. Only once I succeeded in
raising & plant from a peloric flower fertilised by polie_n from a
eloric flower borne by another variety ; but the plant, it may be
sdded, presented nothing particular in its structure. Hence we
may conclude that no general rule can be laid down; but any
reat deviation from the normal structure, even when the repro-
{uctive organs themselves are not seriously affected, certainly often
leads to sexual impotence.

Double Flowers.—When the stamens are converted into petals,
the plant becomes on the male side sterile; when both stamens
and pistils are thus cha,qged, the plant becomes completely barren.
Symmetrical flowers having numerous stamens and petals are the
most liable to become douple, as perhaps follows from all multiple
organs being the most subject to variability. But fowers furnished
with only a few stamens, and others which are asymmetrical in
structure, sometimes become double, as we see with the double
gorse or Ulex, and Antirrhinum. The Composite bear what are
called double flowers by the abnormal development of the corolla of
their central florets. Doubleness is sometimes connected with
prolification ”® or the continued growth of the axis of the flower.
Doubleness is strongly inherited. No one has produced, as Lindley
remarks,”” double flowers by promoting the perfect health of the
plant. On the contrary, unnatural conditions of life favour their
E}l:;l;;téon. gnh£1'e 1% sogui_rea?zi tob'l;el_leve t}mtlsef_}dstf!{lc_epia dl.Il:lIll(gl

ars, seeds believed to imperfectly fertilised, yie
double flowers more freely than fresh and Eerfectly fertilised se}cd.“a
Long-continued cultivation in rich soil seems to be the commonest
gfcitinlg c&gse. A double narcissus a.ndba. double Antézemz‘s nobilis,
ransplan into ver oor soil, has been observed to become
o 230, Ll s 3, iyl dobie bl
dere single ing divi a sp .
whilst in full flower. It has beeyn obsegrved by Professor E. Morren
that doubleness of the flowers and variegation of the leaves are
antagonistic states ; but so many exceptions to the rule have lately
been recorded,® that, though general, it cannot be looked at as
Invariable. Variegation seems generally to result from a feeble or
atrophied condition of the plant, and a large proportion of the
seedlings raised from parents, if both are variegated, usually perish at
an early age ; hence we may perhaps infer that doubleness. which is
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