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common to mammals, and distinguish them

clearly from the other Craniota. This char

acteristic combination and correlation proves

that they have been developed only once in

the history of the vertebrate stem, and that

they have been transferred by heredity from

one common ancestor to all the members of

the class of Mammalia.

The next step, as we trace our human

phylogeny to its origin, leads us further back

into the lower Vertebrata, into that obscure

Palozoic age the immeasurable length of

which (much greater than that of the

Mesozoic) may, according to one of the

newest geological calculations, have com

prised about one thousand millions of years.

The first important fact we have to face

here is the complete absence of mammalian

remains. Instead of these we find in the

later Palaeozoic period, the Permian, air

breathing rej5liles as the earliest repre

sentatives of Amniota. They belong to the

* See note, 'Geological Time and Evolution,' p. 134.
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