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met : for example, the ancestral line of the
one-toed digitigrade horse from a four- or
five-toed plantigrade and still very gene-
ralized Ungulate is approaching completion.

Phylogenetic study has to rely upon other
help. This is afforded by comparative
anatomy and by the study of ontogeny.
If the latter were a faithful, unbroken re-
capitulation of all the stages through which
the ancestors have passed, the whole matter
would be very simple; but we know for
certain that in the individual development
many stages are left out (or, rather, are
hurried through, and are so condensed by
short-cuts being taken that we cannot
observe them), while other features which
have been introduced obscure, and occasion-
ally modify beyond recognition, the original
course.,

Again, the sequence of the appearance

of the various organs is frequently upset
(heterochronism). Some organs are accele-
rated in their development, while others,




	LinkTextBoxLeft: geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1899-Haeckel-LastLink/README.htm


