
THE RIDDLE OF THE UNIVERSE

CHAPTER I

THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEM

The Condition of Civilization and of Thought at the Close of the

Nineteenth Century-Progress of Our Knowledge of Nature,

of the Organic and Inorganic Sciences-The Law of Substance

and the Law of Evolution-Progress of Technical Science

and of Applied Chemistry-Stagnancy in other Departments
of Life: Legal and Political Administration, Education, and

the Church-Conflict of Reason and Dogma-Anthropism
Cosmological Perspective-Cosmological Theorems-Refuta

tion of the Delusion of Man's Importance-Number of" World

Riddles "-Criticism of the "Seven" Enigmas-The Way to

Solve Them-Function of the Senses and of the Brain-In

duction and Deduction-Reason, Sentiment, and Revelation

-Philosophy and Science-Experience and Speculation
Dualism and Monism

T
HE close of the nineteenth century offers one of the

most remarkable spectacles to the thoughtful ob

server. All educated people are agreed that it has in

many respects immeasurably outstripped its predeces
sors, and has achieved tasks that were deemed impracti
cable at its commencement. An entirely new character

has been given to the whole of our modern civilization,
notonly by our astounding theoretical progress in sound

knowledge of nature, but also by the remarkably fertile
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