
THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEM

length to be vested with an extraordinary importance,

and proved the source of the most dangerous errors.

The anthropistic view of the world which springs from

them is in irreconcilable opposition to our monistic sys

tem; indeed, it is at once disproved by our new cosmo

logical perspective.
Not only the three anthropistic dogmas, but many

other notions of the dualistic philosophy and orthodox

religion, are found to be untenable as soon as we regard

them critically from the cosmological perspective of our

monistic system. We understand by that the compre

hensive view of the universe which we have from the

highest point of our monistic interpretation of nature.

From that stand-point we see the truth of the following

"cosmological theorems," most of which, in our opin

ion, have already been amply demonstrated:

(i) The universe, or the cosmos, is eternal, infinite,

and illimitable. (2) Its substance, with its two attri

butes (matter and energy), fills infinite space, and is in

eternal motion. () This motion runs on through in

finite time as an unbroken development, with a peri

odic change from life to death, from evolution to devo

lution. () The innumerable bodies which are scat

tered about the space-filling ether all obey the same

"law of substance;" while the rotating masses slowly

move towards their destruction and dissolution in one

part of space others are springing into.new life and

development in other quarters of the universe. (5) Our

sun is one of these unnumbered perishable bodies, and

Our earth is one of the countless transitory planets that

encircle them. (6) Our earth has gone through a long

process of cooling before water, in liquid form (the first

Condition of organic life), could settle thereon. (7) The

ensuing biogenetic process, the slow development and
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