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evollltj0hl, in his General Physiology. This distin

guished
work returns to the Comprehensive point of

view of Johannes Müller, in Opposition to the one

sided and narrow methods of those modern physiolo

gists who
think to discover the nature of the vital phe

nomena by the exclusive aid of chemical and physical

experiments. Verworn showed that it is only by Mül

ler's comparative method and by a profound study of

the physiology of the cell that we can reach the higher

stand-point which will give us a comprehensive survey
of the wonderful realm of the phenomena of life. Only
thus do we become convinced that the vital processes in

man are subject to the same physical and chemical

laws as those of all other animals.

The fundamental importance of the cellular theory
for all branchesof biology was made clear in the second

half of the nineteenth century, not only by the rapid

progress of morphology and physiology, but also by
the entire reform of that biological science which has

always been deemed most important on account of its

relation to practical medicine-pathology, or the sci

ence of disease. Many even of the older physicians
were convinced that human diseases were natural phe
nomena, like all other manifestations of life, and should

be studied scientifically, like other vital functions. Par

ticular schools of medicine-the latrophysical and the

Iatrochemjcaj-had already, in the seventeenth cen

tury, attempted to trace the sources of disease to certain

physical and chemical changes. However, the imper
fect condition of science at that period precluded any

lasting results of these efforts. Many of the older

theories, which sought the nature of disease in super
natural and mystical causes, were almost universally

accepted down to the middle of the nineteenth century.
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