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tion of induction, and a prudent Concern to establish
the different parts of the theory of selection as firmly
as possible on a basis of observation and experiment.
While the French scientist far outran the then limits
of empirical knowledge, and rather sketched the pro
gramme of future investigation, the English empiri
cist was mainly preoccupied about securing a unifying
principle of interpretation for a mass of empirical
knowledge which had hitherto accumulated without

being understood. We can thus understand how it
was that the success of Darwin was just as overwhelm

ing as that of Lamarck was evanescent. Darwin,
however, had not only the signal merit of bringing
all the results of the various biological sciences to a
common focus in the principle of descent, and thus

giving them a harmonious interpretation, but he also
discovered, in the principle of selection, that direct
cause of transformation which Lamarck had missed.
In applying, as a practical breeder, the experience of
artificial selection to organisms in a state of nature,
and in recognizing in the "struggle for life

"
the se

lective principle of natural selection, Darwin created
his momentous "theory of selection," which is what
we properly call Darwinism.
One of the most pressing of the many important

tasks which Darwin proposed to modern biology was
the reform of the zoological and botanical system.
Since the innumerable species of animals and plants
were not created by a supernatural miracle, but evolved

by natural processes, their ancestral tree is their "nat
ural system." The first attempt to frame a system in
this sense was made by myself in 1866, in my General

Morphology of Organisms. The first volume of this
work («General Anatomy ") dealt with the "mechani
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