
PSYCHIC GRADATIONS

psychic
cell, which is interposed between the sensitive

cell and the muscular cell. With the increasing devel

opnient of the animal nervous system and its progres
sive differentiation and integration, this Unconscious

presentation
also rises to higher stages.

Iv. Conscious Presentation in the cerebral cells.-

With the highest stage of development of the animal

organization consciousness arises, as a special function
of a certain central organ of the nervous system. As
the presentations are conscious, and as special parts of
the brain arise for the association of these conscious

presentations, theorganism is qualified for those highest
psychic functions which we call thought and reflection,
intellect and reason. Although the tracing of the phy
letic barrier between the older, unconscious, and the

younger, conscious, presentation is extremely difficult,
we can affirm, with some degree of probability, that the
evolution of the latter from the former was polyphyletic;
because we find conscious and rational thought, not

only in the highest forms of the vertebrate stem (man,
mammals, birds, and a part of the lower vertebrates),
but also in the most highly developed representatives of
other animal groups (ants and other insects, spiders and
the higher crabs among the articulata, cephalopods
among the mollusca).
The evolutionary scale of memoryis closely connected

with that of presentation; this extremely important
function of the psychoplasm-the condition of all fur
ther psychic development-consists essentially in the

reproduction of presentations. The impressions in the

bioplasm, which the stimulus produced as sensations,
and which became presentations in remaining, are re
vived by memory; they pass from potentiality to actu

ality. The latent potential energy of the psychoplasm
zig
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