
PSYCHIC GRADATIONS

than two thousand years, completely in favor of the

deteflmst. The human will has no more freedom

than that of the higher animals, from which it differs

only in degree, not in kind. In the last century the

dogma of liberty was fought with general philosophic
and cosmological arguments. The nineteenth century
has given us very different weapons for its definitive

destruction-the powerful weapons which we find in

the arsenal of comparative physiology and evolution.

We now know that each act of the will is as fatally
determined by the organization of the individual and

as dependent on the momentary condition of his envi

ronment as every other psychic activity. The charac

ter of the inclination was determined long ago by
heredity from parents and ancestors; the detennina
tion to each particular act is an instance of adaptation
to the circumstances of the moment wherein the

strongest motive prevails, according to the laws which

govern the statics of emotion. Ontogeny teaches us
to understand the evolution of the will in the individu
al child. Phylogeny reveals to us the historical de

velopment of the will within the ranks of our verte

brate ancestors.
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