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to-day that ether is a "pure hypothesis "; this

neouS assertion comes not only from Uninformed p
losophers and "popular" writers, but even from

Phi,

tam "prudent and exact physicists." But there would
be just as much reason to deny the existence of poll_
derable matter. As a matter of fact, there are meta.

physicians who accomplish even this feat, and whose

highest wisdom lies in denying or calling into ques
tion the existence of an external universe; accord

ing to them only one real entity exists - their own

precious personality, or, to be more correct, their im

mortal soul. Several modern physiologists have em

braced this ultra-idealist view, which is to be found

in Descartes, Berkeley, Fichte, and others. Their

"psycho - monism" affirms: "One thing only exists,

and that is my own mind." This audacious spiiitual
ism seems to us to rest on an erroneous inference from

Kant's correct critical theory, that we can know the

outer world only in the phenomenal aspect which is

accessible to our human organs of thought-the brain

and the organs of sense. If by those means we can

attain only an imperfect and limited knowledge of the

material world, that is no reason for denying its exist

ence altogether. In my opinion, the existence of ether

is as certain as that of ponderable matter-as certain

as my own existence, as I reflect and write on it. As

we assure ourselves of the existence of ponderable mat

ter by its mass and weight, by chemical and mechanl

cal experiments, so we prove that.of ether by the expe

riences and experiments of optics and electricity.

Although, however, the existence of ether is now

regarded as a positive fact by nearly all physicists
and although many effects of this remarkable sub

stance are familiar to us through an extensive expe1
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