
THE RIDDLE OF THE
UNIVERSE

our hypothesis, and different from that of
Ponclerabi

matter. It is neither gaseous, as some conceive
solid, as others suppose; the best idea of it c"all be
formed by comparison with an extremely attenuated
elastic, and light jelly.
V. Ether may be called imponderable matter in the

sense that we have no means of determining its Weight
experimentally. If it really has weight, as j Very
probable, it must be so slight as to be far below the

capacity of our most delicate balance. Some physi
cists have attempted to determine its weight by the

energy of the light-waves, and have discovered that it
is some fifteen trillion times lighter than atmospheric
air; on that hypothesis a sphere of ether of the size of
our earth would weigh at least two hundred and fifty

pounds(?).
VI. The etheric consistency may probably (in ac

cordance with the pyknotic theory) pass into the gas
eous state under certain conditions by progresive con

densation, just as a gas may be converted into a fluid,

and ultimately into a solid, by lowering its tempera
ture.

'VII. Consequently, these thiee conditions of mat-

ter may be arranged (and it is a point of great ixflpOr-
tance in our monistic cosmogony) in a genetic, contin

uous order. We may distinguish five stages in it: (i)
the etheric, (2) the gaseous, (,) the fluid, (4) the vis

cous (in the living protoplasm), and (5) the solid state.

VIII. Ether is boundless and immeasurable, like

the space it occupies. It is in eternal motion; and

this specific movement of ether (it is immaterial whether

we conceive it as vibration, strain, condensation, etc.),
in reciprocal action with mass-movement (or

gravita-tion),is the ultimate cause of all phenomena.
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