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and spirit, which has obtained its highest expressio
in the law of substance of our modern monism. The
famous Roman poet and philosopher, Lucretjus Car",
has presented it in a highly poetic form in his

Po..'De Rerum Natura." However, this true
pantheistic

monism was soon entirely displaced by the mystic
dualism of Plato, and especially by the powerful influ
ence which the idealistic philosophy obtained by its

blending with Christian dogmas. When the Papacy
attained to its, spiritual despotism over the world, pan
theism was hopelessly crushed; Giordano Bruno, its
most gifted defender, was burned alive by the "Vicar

of Christ" in the Campo dei Fiori at Rome on Feb

ruary 17, i6oo.

It was not until the middle of the seventeenth century
that pantheism was exhibited in its purest form by the

great Baruch Spinoza; he gave for the totality of things
a definition of substance in which God and the world

are inseparably united. The clearness, confidence,
and consistency of Spinoza's monistic system are the

more remarkable when we remember that this gifted
thinker of two hundred and fifty years ago was with

out the support of all those sound empirical bases which

have been obtained in the second half of the nineteenth

century. We have already spoken, in the first chapter,
of Spinoza's relation to the materialism of the eigh
teenth and the monism of the nineteenth century. The

propagation of his views, especially in Germany, is due,

above all, to the immortalworks of our greatest poet and

thinker, Wolfgang Goethe. His splendid God and

the World, Prometheus, Faust, etc., embody the great

thoughts of pantheism in the most perfect poetic crea

tions.

Atheism affirms that there are no gods or goddesses.,
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