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lent illustration of the alternate deposit of sulphur and
limestone. They consist; mainly of a many limestone

through which the sulphur is' partly disseminated and

partly interstratified in thin ]amine and thicker layers,
some of which are occasionally 28 feet deep. Below these

deposits lie older Tertiary gypseous formations, the decom

position of which has probably produced the deposits of

sulphur in the overlying more recent lake basins." The

weathering of sulphur is exemplified on a considerable
scale at these Sicilian deposits. The mineral, in presence
of limestone,. oxygen and moisture, becomes sulphuric acid,
which, combning with the limestone, forms gypsum, a cu
rious return to what was probably the original substance
from the decomposition of which the sulphur was derived.
Hence the site of the outcrop of the sulphur beds is marked
at the surface by a white earthy rock, or borscale, which is

regarded by the miners in Sicily to be a sure indication
of sulphur underneath, as the gossan of Cornwall is indic
ative of underlying rnetalliferous veins."

Iron, the most important of all the metals, is found only
sparingly in the native state, in blocks which have fallen as
meteorites, also in grains or dust inelosed in hailstones, in
snow of the Alps, weden and Siberia, in the mud of the
ocean-floor at remote distances from land, and in some erup
tive rocks. There can he no doubt that a small but con
stant supply of native iron (cosmic dust) is falling upon the
earth's surface from outside the terrestrial

atmosphere.
12

This iron is alloyed with nickel, and contains small quan
tities of cobalt, copper and other ingredients. Dr. An
drews, however, showed in 1852 that native iron, in minute

spicules or granules, exists in some basalts and other vol
canic rocks" and Mr. J. Y. Buchanan has detected it in ap.
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dust. See its reports for 1881-83.

18 But. Assoc. Rep. 1852, postea, p.768.


	LinkTextBox: http://geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1902-Geikie-Geology/README.htm


