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At night, when the gas has been lighted. the spectacle of

one of these "fire-geysers" is inconceivably grand.°

Geysers.-Eruptive fountains of hot water and steam, to

which the general name of Geysers (i.e. gushers) is given,

from the examples in Iceland, which were the first to be

seen and described, mark a declining phase of volcanic

activity. The Great and Little Geysers, the Strokkr and

other minor springs of hot water in Iceland, have long been

celebrated examples. More recently another series has been

discovered in New Zealand. But probably the most re

markable and numerous assemblage is that which has been

brought to light in the northwest part of the territory of

Wyoming, and which has been included within the "Yel

lowstone National Park"-a region set apart by the Con

gress of the United States to be forever exempt from settle

ment, and to be retained for the instruction of the people.
In this singular region the ground in certain tracts is honey
combed with passages which communicate with the surface

by hundreds of openings, whence boiling water and steam

are emitted. In most cases, the water remains clear, tran

quil, and of a deep green-blue tint, though many of the

otherwise quiet pools are marked by patches of rapid ebul

lition. These pools lie on mounds or sheets of sinter, and

are usually edged round with a raised rim of the same sub

stance, often beautifully fretted and streaked with brilliant

colors. The eruptive openings usually appear on small,
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