http://geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1906-Merz-HistEurThot/README.htm

OF KNOWLEDGE. 297

nition of the beginning made by Kant. In this sense he
termed his philosophy Neocriticism. We have thus Neo-
Kantianism in Germany, Neo-Hegelianism in England,
Neocriticism in France; all three starting with and
putting into the foreground the theory of knowledge.
It is interesting to note that neither of the two above-
mentioned terms, neither Wissenschaftslehre nor Erkennt-
nisstheorie, has a current synonym in the French
language, but, on the other side, that language has
contributed largely to the fixing of modern views on the
subject by the introduction of the term “ Positivism,”
which denotes and characterises a special conception of
the nature of knowledge, of which I shall have to say
more in the sequel.

The contributions of this country to the terminology
of the subject came later, but are probably more incisive
and, for the general intelligence, more significant.
Following upon Herbert Spencer’s doctrine of the
Unknowable, Huxley coined the term “ Agnosticism,” and Agueiciom
towards the end of the century a very different turn and Prag.
was given to popular philosophical discussions by the
introduction in this country of the American term
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