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364 PHILOSOPHICAL THOUGHT.

Through the transportation of Kantian ideas into this
centre the fate of the new doctrine was for long decided
in advance. The exclusively critical character which the
titles of Kant’s larger works perhaps unduly emphasised,
had, under the influence of a great national, educational,
and literary movement, soon to be abandoned or left to
secluded thinkers. The doctrine had on the other side to
contribute what it could to that movement itself, which,
as I have had frequent opportunity to remark, was
destined to bring about nothing less than the poetical,
literary, artistic, and, in the sequel, the political elevation
and regeneration of the German nation. That in the
midst of such interests the problem of knowledge would
occupy an important position was just as clear as it was
certain that this problem would not be conceived in a
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