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of research, in the course of which only gradually some
definite features of the wunderlying scheme could
reveal themselves,—some traces of the enwoven cipher
could become visible. For development, in the sense
of Schelling, implied two further conceptions, the con-
ception of a process according to which the development
takes place, and the conception of an end or purpose
towards which it was directed. Neither the one nor
the other of these two conceptions could at the time be
clearly detined so far as things natural were concerned.
But in the course of the century which followed, the
first of these conceptions, that of an automatic and con-
tinuous process of evolution, was discovered; whereas
the question as to the end or purpose still haunts the
mind of the naturalist: perhaps with even less hope of
receiving a definite answer than seemed to exist in the
beginning of the century. For as I have had occasion
to state before, the age and surroundings of Schelling
were actuated by a definite idea: the modern form of
the classical Ideal of Humanity. This humanistic ideal
inspired, created, and governed all historical research :
it did more, for, since the time of Herder, it led to
various attempts to show how the beginnings of mental
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