
6 DEDICATION

In the prosecution of that arduous and

hitherto almost unattempted theme which

the late President of the Royal Society

has,
by your Lordship's recommendation,

assigned to me, I have, derived greater aid

from the views and reasonings of Bishop

Butler, than I have been able to find

besides, in the whole range of our existent

authorship.

With this powerful aid I commenced the

high üveigtion to, which your Lordship

has, called, me. To igine that I haye

completed it, would.. be to forget at. ne

the fulness of the Creation, and the finituJe

of the Creature. Whatever the department

of Nature may be which we explore, in

quest of evidence for the perfections of its

Author, there is no inquirer, though even

of the most transcendent powers, who shall

ever attain the satisfaction of
having tra

versed the whole length and breadth of

the land. He will have but entered and
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