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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

GENERAL AND PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

1. ExTERNAL nature, when spoken of in contra-
distinction to mind, suggests chiefly, if not solely,
the idea of the material universe. Even though
restricted to this limited and proper sense of the
term, we should still behold the proofs of benefi-
cent design in the fitnesses of the one to the other;
but far more abundantly and decisively, it must
be confessed, in the adaptation of external nature
to the physical, than in its adaptation to the moral
and intellectual constitution of man. For fully
developing our peculiar argument, an enlargement
of the meaning commonly affixed to external na-
ture seems indispensable,—an enlargement that we
should not have ventured on, if in so doing we
crossed the legitimate boundaries of our assigned
subject ; and that, for the mere purpose of multi-
plying our topics, or possessing ourselves of a wider
field of authorship. But the truth is, that did we
confine our notice to the relations which obtain
between the world of mind and the world of mat-
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