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the primary and secondary laws of the human con-

stitution. Now, if it be an obviously beneficial

law, it carries evidence for a God, in the mere

existence and operation of it, independently of the

rank which it holds, or of the relation in which it

stands to the other principles of our internal me

chanism. It is thus that there may, at one and

the same time, be grounded on the law in question

a clear theological inference; and yet there may

be associated with it an obscure philosophical

speculation. It is well that we separate these two;

and, more especially, that the decisive attestation

given by any part or phenomenon of our nature

to the Divine goodness, shall not be involved in

the mist and metaphysical perplexity of other rca

sonings, the object of which is altogether distinct

and separate from our own. The facts of the hu

man constitution, apart altogether from the philo

sophy of their causation, demonstrate the wisdom

and benevolence of Him who framed it: and while

it is our part to follow the light of this philosophy,

as far as the light and the guidance of it are sure,

we are not, in those cases, when the final cause is

obvious as day, though the proximate efficient

cause should be hidden in deepest mystery-we

are not, on this account, to confound darkness

with light, or light with darkness.

3. By attending throughout to this observation,

we shall be saved from a thousand irrelevancies as

well as obscurities of argument; and it is an ob-
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