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112 PLEASURE OF VIRTUOUS, AND

for the production of some complex and beneficial
result.*

2. We have already spoken of one of such ingre-
dient. There is a felt satisfaction in the thought
of having done what we know to be right; and,
in counterpart to this complacency of self-appro-
bation, there is a felt discomfort, amounting often
to bitter and remorseful agony, in the thought of
having done what conscience tells us to be wrong.
This implies a sense of the rectitude of what is
virtuous. But without thinking of its rectitude at
all, without viewing it in reference either to the
law of conscience or to the law of God, with no
regard to jurisprudence in the matter—there Is,
in the virtuous affection itself, another and a dis-
tinct enjoyment. We ought to cherish and to
exercise benevolence; and there is a pleasure in
the consciousness of doing what we ought: but
beside this moral sentiment, and beside the peculiar
pleasure appended to benevolence as moral, there
is a sensation in the merely physical affection of
benevolence ; and that sensation, of itself, is in
the highest degree pleasurable. The primary or
instant gratification which there is in the direct
and immediate feeling of benevolence is one thing:
the secondary or reflex gratification which there is
in the consciousness of benevolence as moral is
another thing. The two are distinct of themselves;

* See Introductory Chapter—6.



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


