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rendered, without doing away the misery, often in

the whole amount of it the intense misery, in

flicted upon man by the evil propensities of his

nature. Who can doubt, for example, the un

happiness of the habitual drunkard ?-and that,

although the ravenous appetite, by which he is

driven along a stormy career, meets every day,

almost every hour of the day, with the gratifi

cation that is suited to it. The same may be

equally affirmed of the voluptuary, or of the de

predator, or of the extortioner, or of the liar. Each

may succeed in the attainment of his specific ob

ject; and we cannot possibly disjoin from the

conception of success, the conception of some

sort of pleasure-yet in perfect consistency, we

affirm, with a sad and heavy burden of unplea
santness or unhappiness on the whole. He is little

conversant with our nature who does not know of

many a passion belonging to it, that it may be the

instrument of many pleasurable, nay, delicious or

exquisite sensations, and yet be a wretched pas
sion still; the domineering tyrant of a bondsman,

who at once knows himself to be degraded, and

feels himself to be unhappy. A sense of guilt is

one main ingredient of this misery-yet physi

cally, and notwithstanding the pleasure or the

relief inseparable at the moment from every in

dulgence of the passions, there are other sensa

tions of bitterness, which of themselves, and apart
from remorse, would cause the suffering to pre

ponderate.
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