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and be satisfied with an humbler fortune than that

to which his aspirations would carry him. And

the resentful man, in the very act of being tempest

driven to some furious onset against the person

who has affronted or betrayed him, may yet be

sensible that, instead of seeking for any benefit to

himself; he is rushing on the destruction of his

character, or fbrtune, or even life. And many is

the drunkard who, under the goadings of an appe

tite which he cannot withstand, in place of self.

love being the principle, and his own greatest

happiness the object, knows himself to be on the

road to inevitable ruin. There is an affection

which has happiness for its object; but this is not

the affection which rules and has the ascendancy

in any of these instances. These are all special

affections, grounded on the affinities which obtain

between certain objects and certain parts of human

nature, and which cannot be indulged beyond a

given extent, without distemper and discomfort to

the whole nature; so that, in spite of all the par
ticular gratifications which follow in their train,

the man over whom they tyrannize may be un

happy upon the whole. The very distinction be

tween the affection of self-love and the special
affections, proves that there is a corresponding
distinction in their objects; and this again, that

many of the latter may be gratified, while the for

mer is disappointed,-or, in other words, that,

along with many particular enjoyments, the general
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