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and at length of ultimate effect, on. the' side of

virtue? May it not warrant the expectation, that,

while benevolence, that great conservative princi

pie of being, has in it a principle conservative of

itself as well as of its objects, the outbreakings of

evil are but partial and temporary; and that the

moral world, viewed as a progressive system, and

now only in its transition state, has been so con

structed as to secure both the perpetuity of all the

good affections, and the indefinite expansion of

them to new objects, and over a larger and ever

widening territory? At all events, whatever rea

son there may be to fear, that, in the future ar

rangements of nature and providence, both virtue

and vice will be capable' of' immortality-we might

gather from, what passes under our eyes, in this

rudimental and incipient stage of human existence,

that, even with our present constitution, virtue

alone is capable of a blissful immortality. For

malice and fhlsehood carry in. them the seeds of

their own wretchedness, if not of their own de

struction. Only grant the soul to be imperish

able; and if the character of-the governor is to be

gathered from the final issues of the government

over which he presides-it says much for the

moral character of Him who framed us, that,

unless there be an utter reversal of the nature

which himself has given, then in respect to the

power of conferring enjoyment or of maintaining

the soul in its healthiest and happiest mood, it is
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