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CHAPTER 1V.

On the General Adaptation of External Nature to
the Moral Constitution of Man.

1. IT needs but a cursory observation of life to
be made sensible, that man has not been endowed
with a conscience, without, at the same time, being
placed in a theatre which afforded the most abun-
dant scope and occasion for its exercise. The
truth is, that, in the multitude of fellow-beings by
whom he is surrounded, and in the manifold variety
of his social and family relations, there is a per-
petual call on his sense of right and wrong—inso-
much, that to the doings of every hour throughout
his waking existence, one or other of these moral
designations is applicable. It might have been
stigmatised as the example of a mal-adjustment in
the circumstances of our species, had man been
provided with a waste feeling or a waste faculty,
which remained dormant and unemployed from
the want of counterpart objects that were suited
to it. The wisdom of God admits of glorious vin-
dication against any such charge in the physical
department of our nature, where the objective and
subjective have been made so marvellously to har-
monise with each other; there being, in the ma-
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