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ground, if not for reclaiming the degeneracy of

individuals, yet for reclaiming after the lapse f a

few generations the degeneracy of he species;

and, however abortive many of the schemes and

enterprises in this highest walk of oharity g'ay

hitherto have proved, yet the maniIest and grow

ing .attention to the cause does open a brilliant

rno;ral perspective for the ages that are o come.

The experience of what has been d&ue JocaUy by a

few zealous individuals, warrants our most cheer

ing anticipations of what may yet be done univer

sally-when the powers of' that si. pie but mighty

instrument which they employ, if brought to bear

on that. most malleable of all subjects, the infancy

of human existence, come to be better understood,

and put into busy operation over the whole length

and breadth of the land. In the grievous defect

of our national institutions, and the wretched

abandonment of a people left to themselves, and

who are permitted to live recklessly and at random

as they list-we see enough to account both for

the profligacy of our crowded cities, arid for the

sad demoralization of our neglected provinces.

But on the other band we feel assured, that, in an

efficient system of wise and well-principled in.

struction, there are capabilities within our reach

for a great and glorious revival. We might not

know the reason why, in the moral world, so many

ages of darkness and depravity should have been

permitted to pass by-any more than we know
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